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Keme of structurer Kenbucky Scheool for the Blind

Locations:

Owner oxr
custodian:

Address:

Date built:
(approx}

Architect
or builders

Prasent
condition:

Numbar of
stories:

Matevrial used
in construction:

Descrintion:
architectural
and historical

1867 Frankfort Avenue, Louisvillie, Hentucky

- 1856

P, Costlgan

Excellent

Rive stories, and btasement

Foundation: Nstive stone.

Exterior walls: Brick, stucnoed,
east and west annex,
not stuccoed.

plastered,
Floorss: Wood,
of' them}.
Basemennty sarth,
Roof s Frame construction,
standing sesm tin,

The portico on Lho
cast-iron solums and cornice,
and steps are of cut stone., AlL
cornices arve of weod, box Tvpe,
with tin,

LoKY L
56 Louvy -
g,_”

1867 Frankfort Avenue, Loulsvillae, Kentucky

liss Cathorine Horiarity, Superinterdent

axcaph

which are brick
Interior partitions: Brick and frame,

covered with linolewm {sowme

covered with

south slevation has
Ficoor

olblrar

lined

The first story of the main bodyv of the building
on tire souti elevation is of cub stone, rusticated joints,



Above. the maln reoof of thie center portion of the
buillding, & large doms risces above an ogtagonal bass and is’
crowned with a cirecular cupola having eight columna. A :
gimiler cuvola rises above the roefl of aeach: flanking wing
of the maln structure.

The interlior of the bullding is generally very
piain aexcept for the two receptlon rooms and office on the
second floor, wnlch have ornamaental plaster cellings and
carved wood heads over doors and wirdows.

The gymnaslum on the third flcoor has a metal celiling
25' x 8" above the floor. The room is eouipped with an organ
nd is used fory assenbly vurposes as well as for nhysical
culfture classes.

enclosed

Tre building is eculpped with two metel,
ach floor.

f=13
tvoa, apliral fire escapes, accessibls from each

Thig building is usgsed for white pupilsy anothe
structure, which was not recorded, being used for olored.

The Kentucky Scheol for the Blind was created by
an Act of the Genaral Assenbly of Kentucky, aporoved February
5, 1842, entitled, "An fct to establish the Kentucky Institu-
tion for the education of he Rlind" (First Annual Revort,
page 273, Kentucky Leg¢slatkve Documents ).

Two bux?dinﬂs in otner locstions waras occunled by
the school before this puilding was crecbed, The second builde
inr on Broadway, nser First 3ireet, burned in 1801, As &
result ths entueky State lecieliafuras, in 1851, nasgsed an Act
providine for the srectiocn of all the buildinrs necessary
for the InsEitutlion. A plan for the new bullding was presentaed
to the Cowmrissioners, and unanimouslr spproved, and presented
fo tha Govsrnor, who also apnroved 14t.

The Boesrd of Visitors lwmedistely apnointed L.
Ruffner and B, i, Patten (Superintendent} as the Building
Committas.

From & repori of the Bullding Committee, Kenbtucky
mmastitution for the Blind, December 51, 18556, the following

information was ohtained,

The contracts for the various trades were let in
detall, some of the lumber was purchased by bhe comnittee Lrom
mills in Jissisgsipni at redes lower Shian exXisting ir Loulisville

in an affort to minimize ths cost of the structure.

Portions of the bullding wers lafi unfinished %o
keap Pxpsrdltureu ag iov ag pogsible; this cost belng
527,788,068, or $635.9¢ more Lhan fun‘s aval*able at the Ltime.



The buildin@'ﬁas occupied‘byﬁthe'pupils on October.

&, 1B55,

In 1862 the bullding was taken over by the Fedsral
forges and used as 2 hospitel, The school returned to the
buildine on Mareh 17, 1883, but full possession was not re-
pained until June 5, 18633 more than seven months from the
day on which %the school were driven from 1t. (¥From Report
of the Kentuecky Tnstitubtlion for the Blind, 1843-18786)
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